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to borrow the outfit of the cabin boy, who hid in
the coal bunker! At Constantinople, however, she
had the good fortune to meet a Russian lady of her
acquaintance, with whom she safely travelled for
some time. No complete record of these European
travels exist; it appears that she visited Cairo,
where she met an old man who RS3 ns'easidsr-
able reputation as a magician, from whom she
received some instruction ; and in Paris she form-
ed the acquaintance of a famous mesmerist, who
discovered her wonderful psychic gifts and was
eager to retain her as one of his sensitives. This
was by no means to Madame^s liking, and in order
to escape his influence she quitted Paris hastily.

At about this time she paid her second visit to
London, during which an important event occurred
which Countess Wachtmeister relates.1 We have
already heard that, from her early childhood, our
heroine was conscious of a guiding and guarding
Presence, very dignified, very benignant, unseen to
any save herself. She had learnt to think of this
Presence as her Guardian and to feel that she was
under His protection. One day, when she was out
walking she saw a tall Hindu with some Indian
princes. To her astonishment she recognised in
him the Guardian whom she had already come to
revere. Her first impulse was to rush forward
and speak to him, but he made her a sign not to
move, and she stood as if spellbound while he
passed by. The next day she went to Hyde Park
for a stroll, that she might be alone and free to
think over her extraordinary adventure* Looking
up, she saw the same dignified Hindu approaching
her, this time with the purpose of meeting her and
speaking to her. He explained that he had come
to London with the Indian princes on an important
mission, and that he was desirous of meeting her

1 Reminiscences of H. P. Blavatsky, p. 56.